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Dear friends in Christ, 

The last couple days I have been traveling. It has been a different experience for me in that typically 

when I travel, I am driving. For this trip, I have been a passenger. Part of my travels has been through 

what is extremely familiar territory for me. It was along a stretch of highway that I have driven many 

times. Yet, as I looked out the window, everything looked different. I was getting a new perspective on 

terrain I had seen many times before. I was noticing new things. It was a fresh look at hills, trees, creeks, 

fences, and fields that I had seen numerous times previously and they took on a new appearance. 

A new perspective is needed from time to time. It allows you to more fully appreciate something that is 

often assumed or taken for granted. New meaning can be discovered in what otherwise is very familiar. 

This is true in scenarios such as I detailed above, and it is true in everyday life, as well. In all actuality, 

that new perspective is given you already. You have been blessed in a way that does change how you 

look at everything around you. 

The new perspective given you comes from a death you have already endured. The apostle Paul wrote 

that your “old self was crucified with [Christ]” (Romans 6:6, esv). The new perspective at your disposal 

every day comes through your baptism. In that act, you were united with Christ so that you are made a 

new person and given a new outlook on the creation and the creatures around you. Our sinful nature 

with which you still struggle daily sees only the evil, strife, and faults of everything and everyone around 

you. But you “also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:11, 

esv).  

Instead of viewing others with suspicion and derision, you are given the perspective that every human 

being is a creation of God whom He loves and longs to have in His kingdom forever. Instead of feeling 

hopeless amidst the hardships of life, you are given the perspective that you can do all things and 

endure all things because Christ strengthens you with hope by the working of His Holy Spirit bestowed 

upon you. Instead of feeling lost in despair over moral failures that are all too frequent in your life, you 

have the perspective of living in the full and complete forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ death and 

resurrection for you. 

May that perspective be more and more prevalent for you day by day as you live and grow in Christ. 

In Christ,  

Pastor O. 

  

  

Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for the life and salvation You won for us that gives us a new perspective 

for our lives in this world. May Your Spirit fill us that we live the new life You have won for us and we 

become conduits of Your love, peace, and hope to the people and world around us. In Your name we 

pray. Amen. 


