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The Clarion 

December 2021 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

One of the most beloved Christian accounts in the Bible is that of the events 
around Jesus’ birth recorded in Luke 2. For many people, hearing the account read 
maybe actually stir auditory memories of Linus reciting the passage in the Charlie 
Brown Christmas special. Perhaps it is best received from a child’s voice because it 
has been retold in so many children’s programs over the years. There is just something 
special about hearing it proclaimed in the voice of a child because it sounds all the 
more hopeful. 

Sometimes, however, as familiar as the account is, we can easily miss out on the 
true weight and significance that Luke 2 carries. At other times, we get caught up in 
the sentimentality of warm memories and the sweetness of hearing it shared by the 
children.  

“In those days,” as Luke 2 starts, sets the account in a historically verifiable setting. This is not simply a sweet sto-
ry. This is part of our history. It is not merely a sentimental journey or fanciful thinking. This is all about God invading 
human history through this baby who was miraculously conceived in Mary by the power of God, whose birth and pro-
tection was assured by angelic messengers revealing the wonder of it all to Mary and Joseph. Nothing was left to 
chance as God’s plan of salvation continued to unfold.  

The fact that the birth of Jesus was made known through angelic announcement is highly significant, as well. God 
did not just rely upon the word-of-mouth passage of the news of Jesus’ coming to make known how He was changing 
everything. A whole host of angels filled the sky and told shepherds who were simply doing their job—they appeared 
out of the blue and informed them what had happened in Bethlehem. This, of course, inspired the shepherds to go into 
town and see if what they had been told of had really happened. Lo, and behold, it had! Again, nothing was left to 
chance as God revealed through the angels that the long-awaited Messiah had been born in Bethlehem. 

The whole Christmas account assures us that in all things, God leaves nothing to chance. Knowing humanity’s 
struggle with sin and inability to rid selves of sin and guilt, God stepped in, sending His Son in human flesh to over-
come the curse, not only by living, but chiefly through dying as the sacrifice for sin and rising again defeating the pow-
er and curse of death. In bringing the true and certain hope of salvation, God left nothing to chance, securing it for His 
people with His action through Jesus. 

This Christmas—and in our preparations heading to that observance—may the full significance that familiar, be-
loved account be known by you that the full and true joy of Jesus’ birth fills you with awe and wonder once again. Let 
us all sing, “Glory to God on the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14, esv)! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ogilvie 

 

 

Behold! Midweek Advent Services! 

Advent is a special season in the Church in which we take some time to refocus ourselves on what it means that Jesus is 
coming—whether in terms of commemorating His first coming in Bethlehem or anticipating His triumphant second coming, 
whenever that may be. If you are refocusing, you have to have a point on which to focus. So often we are looking about in 
many different directions. This year during out midweek Advent services, we will look in one direction and focus on one 
place. We will focus on Jesus who comes to us! 
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With the theme of “Behold!” for this year’s midweek services, we will meditate on the words of some of the Old Testa-
ment prophets that point to the coming of the Messiah. This will help us prepare to receive our Lord by faith and by sight 
knowing that God sends His Son to us and for us.  

Services will be held on December 1, 8, 15, and 22. There will be two opportunities for attending a service each of those 
dates. Each week, there will be a briefer Service of the Word at noon, and a fuller service with Word and song at 6:30 p.m. 
These services are wonderful times to invite someone to join you in attending—whether a family member or friend from 
within the congregation who has not been attending lately, or someone you know that does not presently have a church home.  

 

Celebrate the Nativity in Worship 

Christmas is a joyous time of worship when we celebrate the gift of God’s Son to us! When we focus again on the birth 
of Jesus in Bethlehem, we find the proclamation and sharing of joy, peace, and hope. It is beneficial to keep the birth of Jesus 
at the center of Christmas celebrations because if it were not for those events in Bethlehem, there would be no Christmas in 
the first place. 

On Christmas Eve, there will be two opportunities for gathering for worship. We will have a service at 6:30 p.m., and one 
at 11:00 p.m. Both of these services will include the celebration of Holy Communion. The two services will be different from 
each other, so if you want to attend both, you are encouraged to do so.  

On Christmas Day, we will gather again for communion service at 9:00 a.m. This joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth is a 
wonderful time to receive the greatest gift of all.  

We will plan to see you at one or more of these services! 

 

New Year’s Is a Time for Worship 

As one year comes to an end and another begins, it is wonderful time to reflect on joys and failures of the past year and 
commend both into God’s hands—the joys in thanksgiving and the failures in repentance—and to look forward in the hope 
that is found only in Christ. Join us for our New Year’s Eve service at 6:30 p.m. on December 31st. Utilize the time spent in 
the communion service to focus on the blessings the Lord has granted you and has in store for you. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Regarding the Saturday Service 

Since Christmas falls on a Saturday this year, there will not be a Saturday 5:30 p.m. service on December 25. Please take 
advantage of the Christmas Eve and Christmas morning services. We will gather for worship again on the morning of Sunday, 
December 26, at our usual 9 a.m. time. 

We will have the Saturday 5:30 p.m. service on New Year’s Day, January 1, as well as the Sunday 9 a.m. service on Jan-
uary 2. What better way is there to start the year than in the services of God’s house! 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 

This year, we are blessed to be able to have the children’s Christmas program again this year after a year off due to 
COVID-19. This year’s program, “Symbols of Salvation: The Story of Jesus’ Birth,” will be a wonderful time in which the 
young members of our congregation share with all their family and friends the wonderful news of Jesus’ birth. 

This year, the program will be held on Sunday, December 19, at 4:00 p.m. This is a change from previous years. We hope 
you will fill the church as the children present this program. 

 

An Opportunity for a Meal and Fellowship Following the Christmas Program 

After the children’s Christmas program on Sunday, December 19, all are invited to a meal served in the Fellowship Hall. 
LYF (our high school youth group) will be serving a meal of soup, sandwiches, and dessert for everyone to enjoy. A freewill 
offering will be taken that will be used toward the LYF’s trip to the LCMS National Youth Gathering in Houston during the 
summer of 2022.  

Portals of Prayer Available 

The Evangelism Committee of St. Paul is offering to the congregation Portals of Prayer devotionals for daily encourage-
ment and growth in the Word and in faith. The booklets had not been available through our congregation for a few years. Rec-
ognizing the blessing that this publication brings to its readers, the Evangelism Committee has decided to put in its annual 
budget the subscription that allows people to pick them up at the church for their devotional use. The issue for January 
through March 2022 will be available for members to pick up during the month of December. We will have the regular book-
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lets, as well as large print editions. They can be found by the entrances into the sanctuary.  

 

Pastor Ogilvie on Vacation 

Pastor Ogilvie will be taking a few days of vacation after the Christmas observance. He will be out of the office December 
26 (after the service) through December 30.  

 

Stewardship Thought – The Physician’s Cure for Consuming 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, the great physician of both body and soul, healed a man with dropsy by His Word on the Sabbath 
(Luke 14:1–6). Dropsy is a paradoxical ailment, with an unquenchable craving for drink even though the body is over inflated 
with fluid, a craving that, when indulged, served not to ease but to feed the disease.  

And so, if a man drinks a great deal but is never filled, he sees a doctor to inquire about what ails him, what is wrong with 
his body, and how to remedy it. For that is not thirst but a disease (Seneca, Consolation to His Mother Helvia, 11.3).  

But if the owner of five couches goes looking for 10, or the owner of 10 tables buys up as many again, and even though he 
has plenty of land and money, he remains unsatisfied and desires yet more, losing sleep and always in discontent, does he not 
also require a physician to diagnose the cause of this distress?  

For this is not want or lack, it’s a disease (Aristippus, quoted in Plutarch, Love of Wealth, 524b). As St. Augustine of Hippo 
wrote, “we may rightly compare the dropsical man to a covetous rich man: For the more the one is swollen with excess of wa-
ter, the more he thirsts; so also the other: The more he abounds in riches … the more eagerly he desires them” (The Sunday 
Sermons of the Great Fathers, 4:135). Both require physicians. Both require diagnosis and medicine applied from the outside to 
the inward being. For these are not desires to be fulfilled but diseases to be cured.  

This is why our Lord instructs us to not to be consumed by money. “No one can serve two masters … You cannot serve 
God and money” (Matt. 6:24; Luke 16:13). Our desire for money, like the disease dropsy, is never satisfied. We always desire 
more. We think, “If I just had this much then I would be happy.”  

But even when that much comes, which God gladly gives, happiness evades us. The desire for more is never satisfied. It 
demands our constant energy, either in procuring more or protecting what we already have. When this happens, God, in His 
mercy, shows us that the money that He has given is no longer serving us, but we it. We have another master.  

To overcome this, we need a physician’s diagnosis and a physician’s remedy. And our Lord  Jesus Christ, our great physi-
cian of both body and soul, applies His Word to us as He did to the man healed of dropsy. He shows us how we have put our 
fear, love, and trust in our money and not feared, loved, and trusted in Him above all things.  

In essence, He says, “Stop chasing after these fleeting things. They are vanity. They are the things that moth and rust de-
stroy. You cannot have two masters. Repent!” And in seeing our great error, we are sorry that we have not fully feared, loved, 
and trusted in God above all things. And, in the mercy and grace that He earned for us on the cross, He takes away this sin, re-
stores us to health, and bids us to live. 

But then what? What do we do with this healing balm and care that our great physician has given? Do we simply go back 

to our old ways? “By no means!” St. Paul says (Rom. 3:31; 6:2). We do not just go back to the old ways, the ways that lead us 
to death. No, we live a new life, a life filled with the grace, mercy and love of God toward us. And God’s great mercy, grace, 
and love toward is so abundant that it overflows and pours out onto those around us.  

So we no longer hoard money and possessions. We no longer scrape and crawl our way to amass more. We give to those 
around us, as God in Christ has given to us. We press our money and possessions into service for those who need it: our family, 
our society and our church. For money is God’s gift to us to serve us and others. Not the other way around. It serves us because 
it is a gift from our Father in heaven. 
 
– from LCMS Stewardship Ministry 
 

Altar Guild is selling red Poinsettias. The cost is $8.00 each. There will be a table set up in the east entrance before services 
and at the office entrance after worship. There will be 40 available to purchase for the Poinsettia tree, and then the people who 
purchased one will be able to take it home after the December 26th worship service. Leftovers will then be delivered to shut-ins 
for them to enjoy.  
 
Clarion Deadline  December 20th 
 
Pease read the information on the distribution of the Clarion starting in January, that is printed below 
Starting with the January Clarion, we will  begin to email the Clarion to people who have given their email addresses to the 
church office, the remainder of the Clarions will be located in the Fellowship Hall for you to pick up.  
 
Christian Service Committee News about our Church Family (all addresses are Williamsburg, IA 52361 unless noted)   
Highlighted Birthdays and Anniversaries for Dec. We highlight children’s, decade, and 80+ birthdays.  We highlight 1st 
year, each 5 years, and 50+ years wedding anniversaries.  Please let us know if you would like other birthdays and anni-
versaries added to the highlighted list.  Complete lists of birthdays and anniversaries are posted on the bulletin board at 
the west entrance. 
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Dec 1 - Tammy Larson 40, 530 W. Miller St., Apt 7 Marengo 52301 
Dec 1 - Ethan Uhlmann 5, 121 Country Club Rd., PO Box 981 
Dec 3 – Dalton Harper 8, 1349 Keokuk Iowa Rd., Webster 52355 
Dec 4 – Vernon & Shirley Schmidt 61st, 2512 U Ave. 
Dec 5 – Kaylynn Martinson 8, 403 Long St. 
Dec 5 – Jade Pasturczak 5, 804 Elm St., Bo 1019 
Dec 13 – Harold Kruse 81, 671 Coakley St., Parnell 52325 
Dec 14 - Coleman Carder 9, 909 SW 1st St., Eagle Grove 50533 
Dec 14 – Norman & Loraine Grimm 65th, 2993 H Ave., North English 52316 
Dec 15 – Jessica Childers 40, 2553 Y Ave. 
Dec 16 – Shirley Walters 86, 602 Long St., PO Box 408 
Dec 18 – Gary & Karen Harrison 56th, 206 Penn St. 
Dec 22 – Benjamin Roberts 17, 2206 200th St., Marengo 52301 
Dec 23 – Anna Durr 40, 203 3rd St. SW, Dyersville 52040 
Dec 25 – Emma Mae Campbell 87, 226 North Howard St., North English 52316 
Dec 26 – Zachery Campbell 18, PO Box 435 
Dec 26 – Gavin Wardenburg 9, 2669 240th St. 
Dec 28 – Lucas Schwarting 11, 2881 245 St. 
 
Those in need of prayers or who are sick or in hospital. 
Donna & Howard Collingwood Highland Ridge Care Center 1000 Village View Circle Apt 1213 
Gary Harrison 206 E Penn 
Lindsey Mattix sister of Jen Jepson who is dealing with cancer 
Don Mews 301 Hampton Dr. 
Tom McClure 312 Easy Street 
 

Our prayers and sympathy to the family of Dorothy Schwarz who died Oct 29, 2021. A Celebration of Life Service was held 
here at St. Paul on Saturday, Nov. 6. 

 And to the family of Allan Ostrem who died Oct 23. His funeral was Nov 1 in Iowa City. Allan is the father of Amy (Sam) 
Ogilvie who are former members of our congregation and daughter-in-law and son of Pastor and Becky. 

 And to the family of Joyce Borlin who passed away Oct 17. Her funeral was held at Kloster Funeral Home in Marengo on Oct 
23rd. 

 Congratulations to Layton and Amelia Garringer as they welcomed twins (Hunter and Oaklynn) into their family on October 
27th. Grandparents are Kevin and Kay Garringer. 

 Community Thanksgiving 
Thank you to everyone who helped in any way with Community Thanksgiving at the Methodist Church on Saturday. How 
wonderful it is that our community has the opportunity to celebrate together and give thanks for the bounty the Lord has provid-
ed. 
 
Christmas Projects 
Thank you to al the volunteers who helped make Christmas decorations to brighten the holidays for some of our members who 
are not able to get out much. 
  

New Address 
Howard & Donna Collingwood, Highland Ridge Care Center, 100 Village View circle, Apt 1213 
 Drivers:  If you would like to help take church members to doctor appointments in the Williamsburg area, Iowa City or Cedar 
Rapids, please contact Theresa Heitman at twheitm@gmail.com or 319-530-0548. 

 
If you need food or know of someone who does, the HACAP Food Reservoir Mobile Food Pantry is at the Williamsburg Kirk-
wood Campus from 3:00-4:00 pm on the last Tuesday (11/30 & 12/28) of each month. 

 
The HACAP Food Reservoir distributes food boxes at the Presbyterian church from 10-12 on the first and third Thursdays 
each month. 

 
Iowa County Food Bank – contact Paula Watkins 319-654-5506, Terri Schutterle 319-642-3330, or Sherry Hautekeete 319-
642-779 

 
If you need clothes, check out the following places:  Contact each store to find out the dates for their sales. 

mailto:twheitm@gmail.com
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Crowded Closet 851 Hwy 6 E, Ste 101, Iowa City, IA 52240, 9:30-5:00 M-F, Sat 9:30-4:00 319-337-5924.  Colored tag ½ 
price each week. 

Good Will/Coralville 2551 Heartland Place, 319-248-4729 

Good Will/Iowa City 985 Highway 6 E, 319-248-4705, 9AM-9PM M-F, Sat. 9-6 PM, Sunday 12-5PM 

Once Upon a Child – quality used children’s clothing – next to HyVee in Coralville 

The Attic, Free clothing – call 668-2288 for an appointment (St. Paul Methodist), the hours are Monday 9-11AM, Thursday 
5:30-6:30PM 

Salvation Army/Iowa City – 1725 Boyrum St., 9AM-8PM, M-Sat. 319-339-4984 

 
Elders Meeting  December 26 right after the worship service 
 
Evangelism — will meet on December 7th at 5:30pm  
Portals of Prayer for January—March 2022 have arrived. Please pick up a copy after the church service.          
Evangelism Board 
 
Library 
Adult Book 
The Christmas Candle by Max Lucado 
Imagine a Victorian England village in the Cotswolds where very little out of the ordinary ever happens . . . except at Christ-
mas time. 
This year, Edward Haddington, a lowly candle maker, is visited by a mysterious angel. That angel silently imparts a precious 
gift—a gift that’s bungled and subsequently lost. The candle maker and his wife, Bea, struggle to find the gift. 
And when they do, they have to make a difficult choice. Who among their community is most in need of a Christmas        
miracle? 
Join inspirational author Max Lucado and experience anew the joy of Christmas.    
 

The Lopsided Christmas Cake by Wanda E. Brunstetter   
 An Amish Charity Event Leads to a Christmas Romance Christmas Fiction from New York Times Bestselling Author, Wan-
da E. Brunstetter Join the Hochstetler twin sisters on stage as they bumble their way through baking a cake for a charity auc-
tion in front of a live audience. The take-charge Elma and the klutzy optimist Thelma manage to entertain their audience—
and attract the admiration of two bachelors, an outspoken woodworker and a shy harness maker from a neighboring Amish 
community. As fall leads into the Christmas season, could romance be blossoming for one or more of the Hochstetler twins?    
 
The Final Adversary by Gilbert Morris  
Book 12 Barney Winslow had walked away from his family with a bitterness and a rage that well 
fit a prizefighter. He had never measured up to his father's expectations and long ago he'd lost 
hope of being the person his brother was. He only wished they'd stayed in their own nice little 
world and leave him alone. Barney had come to believe the promises of the prize ring. If he let 
the rage out with his hands, he'd have all the money and women he wanted. Just a couple more 
wins and he's have his shot at the title. If he only could control his drinking, he'd be the hero of 
New York City in 1894. When the prodigal reaps what he has sown, who will hold out a hand to him? How can he undo the 
hurt he has inflicted on the innocent saloon girl, Katie Sullivan? How might a wasted life find hope?  
 
The Crossed Sabers by Gilbert Morris 
Book 13 He Was a Natural-Born Soldier on a Campaign Marked by Destiny Thomas Winslow fought bravely in the Civil 
War and was fortunate to survive the grim carnage. But the final defeat on the field of battle was far less painful than the 
personal defeat he encountered upon his return home. Betrayed by his wife and best friend, the only remnant of his marriage 
and love was a newborn daughter. Despite the difficulties, Tom remained adamant against giving Laura up. He eventually 
took a job with the Department of Indian Affairs. Over a period of several years, he and his young daughter move all over 
the Northern Plains, meeting with the leaders of the Indian tribes, then bringing recommendations with his findings. There 
was no other white man who knew the country or the Indians better than Thomas Winslow. When the opportunity comes to 
join the Seventh Cavalry under General George Custer, it affords a better home life for Laurie and a highly desired return to 
a military career for Winslow. But Tom soon discovers that Custer's campaign against the Indians in the Northern Plains is ill
-fated and that his old bitter rival, Spencer Grayson, is a superior ranking officer! As they head toward the Little Big Horn 
and the final confrontation, who will be left standing? Can One Woman Find Her Way Into the Impregnable Fortress of His 
Heart? Can the Bitter Past Be Broken?  
 
 
Children’s Books 
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Little Christmas Tree by Jessica Courtney-Tickle 
"Courtney-Tickle’s friendly digital illustrations teem with life, while the sparkly, snow-dappled trees and lift-the-flap surprises 
are pleasantly reminiscent of an Advent calendar." – Publishers Weekly One white and snowy night, a little Christmas tree 
stands alone in the forest. Everything is white and lifeless. As the night goes on, there are signs of life: an orange fox, a red-
breasted robin, a cloud of fireflies. By the end of the book, the little Christmas tree is transformed by nature.  
 
The Very First Christians by Paul Maier 
"...Christopher's grandfather teaches him about the drama of Pentecost and the powerful change God brought to the world 
through Peter, Paul, and the very first Christians."  
 
The Visit of the Wise Men by Martha Jander Illustrated by Lin Wang 
Through gentle verse and rich illustrations, children hear an accurate portrayal of the Magi, dispelling minunderstandings that 
put three Wise Men at Jesus birthplace. This wonderful read-to-me book explains that the Magi were educated men who rec-
ognized that divine signs of the Messiahs birth. The first Gentiles to worship Jesus, these men responded to a dream and did 
not tell Herod where Jesus was. The Visit of the Wise Men helps children discover the importance of the places, people, tim-
ing, and circumstances of Jesus birth. Children learn that Jesus came as God in the flesh to die for the forgiveness of sins.   
 
LYF will not be meeting in December. They will meet again on January 5, 2022. 

 
The High School Youth Group will be caroling at Highland Ridge, English Valley Care Center and other locations on Sun-
day afternoon, December 5th.  We will be meeting Sunday, December 5th at 3 p.m. at St. Paul’s parking lot.  If anyone has a 
congregation member or other individual that is not able to get out and would like a visit from our carolers please let one of 
the LYF leaders know, so we can add them to our list.   
Thanks, 
Rhonett Wardenburg, Peggy Grimm, Janelle Roberts and Michelle Piersol 
 
Important Reminder – The High School Youth Gathering in Houston is scheduled for July of 2022.  We are trying to deter-
mine if there is interest from any students, please let us know by December 1st if you are interested in attending. Thanks, 
Rhonett Wardenburg, Peggy Grimm, Janelle Roberts and Michelle Piersol 
 
L.I.S. Board meeting on December 21st  at 7:30pm 
 
Parish Ed. 
Sunday School -Sundays at 10:15am.  On Wednesdays  Confirmation class 7th & 8th grade at 7:30pm. 
Mid week 5th-6th grade at 7:30pm.  Mid week 3rd-4th grade will not be meeting in December. 
Check with your teacher for the schedule for Advent   
 
Quilters—December 13 at 9:00am 
Tuesday Morning Men’s & Women's Bible Studies—Will meet at 9:00am in December 
 
Women’s Guild meeting on Thursday, December 2nd at 1:30pm. 
 
Please contact church office and update any new address or phone numbers that have changed recently. Thank you 
 
Kitchen Items Available. We have several items in the kitchen that we no longer use. If you would like to have them, you 
can have them for a free will donation. If you are interested, contact Jolene Schaefer, 319-623-3263, or call the church office, 
668-1266. 
4 plastic water pitchers, 4 glass pitchers, 2 white coffee servers, 5 gold & black coffee servers 
13 x 17.5 trays, 32 red rose trays, 7 black trays, 3 red trays with fruit design, 7 gold trays oriental design, and 19.5 x 14.5 4 
metal trays 
       
The Trustees are asking if there is someone who has some free, extra storage space for our Nativity scene and for riding 
lawnmower and a few misc. items that we had stored in the Education House garage. This will be until we decide what or 
where to put a storage unit here on St. Paul property. Please contact Kenton Doehrmann at 319-330-0254 or the church office 
at 668-1266 
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