
August 1, 2019 

  

Dear friends in Christ, 

  

Last evening, I went out for a run after the sun had gone down completely. I ran a familiar course, but 

the dark of night had set in. As I ran one uphill climb, a car with headlights on approached from the 

direction which I was heading. Facing those headlights directly, I was temporarily blinded by the 

approaching light, not able to see the ground beneath my feet, unable to see if there were any rises in 

the sidewalk on which I ran, unable to see if anything presented any risks of falling or any other danger. 

After the car passed, I could see again, feeling a sense of relief that the risk of falling was greatly 

decreased.  

  

While my dilemma encountered on my run by far pales in comparison, what came to mind was the 

encounter with Jesus that Pharisee Saul had as he traveled the road to Damascus as recorded in Acts 

chapter 9. Saul, going forth with his plan to persecute Christians, literally is blinded when Jesus appears 

to him to call him out of his sinful ways, cursing him with darkness, unable to see what might present 

danger to him. Saul is sent to a follower of Jesus, Ananias, who declares the Gospel to him, and with a 

word of blessing from the Lord restores his sight. Seeing once again, Saul takes nourishment, and 

immediately goes in a new direction for the rest of his life proclaiming this Jesus as the Savior.  

  

Again, I am confident that my sense of relief when I could again see my running route with clarity is far, 

far less significant than Saul’s amazement when he was blessed with vision again after being completely 

blinded for three days. I could regain my pace, going a bit faster again, but Saul was given a whole new 

direction for his life—from a persecutor of the followers of Jesus to being the greatest missionary on 

record for winning people to be followers of Jesus. The sense of awe and wonder that must have been 

his as he realized in his mind how close he was to death—for Jesus rightly could have utterly destroyed 

him on that road to Damascus, not only ending his earthly life, but also condemning him to hell—but 

instead was given a new life by the very Jesus whose followers and name he had been seeking to 

destroy. 

  

While it may seem mundane to us, the same awe and wonder is set before us each time we confess our 

sins and receive the words of absolution that God gives His Church to speak. When we confess our sins, 

we are admitting that we have thought, spoken, and acted in opposition to Jesus and His will for us and 

the world. With that admission, we also acknowledge how close we are to death—a death that we 

deserve—for, as Saul (although we now normally refer to him as Paul) wrote to the Romans, “For the 

wages of sin is death…” (Romans 6:23a, esv). When we confess our sins, we are submitting ourselves to 

a death sentence.  

  



But then comes the beautiful news. While the wages of our sin, what we have deserved by our working 

against Jesus and His will for us, “the free gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ” (Romans 6:23b, esv). 

Our eyes are opened to the new life, the new opportunities, the temporal and eternal safety we have 

knowing the loving presence of our God at all times because of the suffering, death, and resurrection of 

Jesus for us! Our death sentence is revoked. Jesus died in our place. We then are sent forth as new 

creations with new direction, and new purpose, just as Saul was. What wonder- and awe-inspiring news 

that is! The words of absolution, “Your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit,” cause the scales to drop from our eyes so we see in full the amazing love of God and our 

ears are opened to hear the calling He has for us! 

  

Now let us go in this joy and wonder so that others may know of it through us and join us in it! 

  

In Christ, 

Pastor O. 

  

  

Lord Jesus Christ, open our eyes to see and know the full redemption You have brought forth for us. 

May the joy You bring us well up within us so we cannot help but share it with others. In Your precious 

name we pray. Amen. 


