
1 

The Clarion 

August 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

Recently, I was having a conversation with a member of our congregation. The topic of 
church attendance—or lack thereof—of our members arose. One of the things that was brought up 
by this member is that sometimes things have to happen to get people in the door. Reference was 
made to the 9/11 attack, with the comment that, granted it was 20 years ago, but if an attack on 
our homeland isn’t enough to get people back to church, one wonders what it will take. 

Those who were around 20 years ago when that attack took place will remember that the 
churches—including St. Paul, I am guessing, since I was not here at that time—were full…for 
about two or three weeks. Then, the threat of attack seemed to subside and people returned to nor-
mal patterns. Church attendance resumed its normal patterns.  

By no means do we want to see a repeat of a mass casualty event or for our nation to engage in warfare. And certainly, 
we pray no tragedy or hardship strikes the homes and families of our congregation. However, sometimes we are simply too 
comfortable. We find ourselves content and so the desire or impulse to attend the services of God’s house and to be involved 
in the life of the congregation wanes. It doesn’t seem as crucial because God is meeting all our needs and we feel as if we 
dwell in safety. But do you? 

The apostle Peter reminds us, “Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to de-
vour” (1 Peter 5:8b, esv). Satan never rests from his work of deceiving Jesus’ people. And one of his tactics could very easily 
be a lull people into a false sense of security—making them feel safe and secure when they really should be alert to what is 
happening to them. The roaring takes on the tone of a comforting purr. If you read the book of Revelation, chapter three talks 
about the church in Laodicea which is coming into judgment because they are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold. As a result, 
they are told that the Lord will soon spit them out. The same thing happened with the Old Testament nation of Israel. They 
would become comfortable and forget about their need for the Lord, and actually end up wandering off at times after other 
gods, and bring judgment upon themselves. 

This satanic tempting with comfort is similar to the account of how you boil a frog alive (not that I have ever tried this to 
see if it is true). Frogs are cold-blooded, so their body temperature adjusts to its surroundings. If you put a frog in a pan of 
cool water, it will swim around and do its frog thing. Supposedly, if you little by little increase the heat under that pan, the 
frog’s body temperature will adjust to its surroundings. It grows comfortable in the increasing temperature of the water. As 
the water gets warmer, so does the frog’s body temperature, until the heat gets to be too much for the frog and it dies because 
of the heat of the water surrounding it as the water boils. The frog, from my understanding, never resists or struggles because 
it is lulled into this false sense of comfort, not recognizing the danger that surrounds it.  

When we become complacent about or disinterested in the things of God, we have fallen victim to the ploys of the roar-
ing lion. Fortunately, there is a remedy. The house of God is always open for you, the invitation always extended for you to 
receive His gifts in Word and Sacrament for reviving that which has grown dormant or complacent within you. The answer 
to the temptation of Satan to put aside the things of God is the life that Jesus alone gives, life that is full and vibrant, active 
and thriving. Receive His gifts and have life in abundance! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ogilvie 

 

 

Meeting for Catechism Students 

It is time to gear up once again for our time of catechism instruction for 7th and 8th graders. We will have our class at LIS 
for students who attend there, and our midweek class for our public school students. The LIS class will meet on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday mornings, and the midweek class will meet on Wednesday evenings, as usual. 
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To make sure everyone is on the same page, we will have an informational meeting for all students—LIS and midweek—
and their parents on Wednesday, 18. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 p.m. We will go over schedules, expecta-
tions, assignments, materials, and other items as necessary. If people are unable to attend this meeting, please inform Pastor 
Ogilvie. 

Sunday Morning Bible Study Resumes 

The Sunday morning Bible will begin meeting again on August 22. After a summer off, it is time to hit the ground run-
ning with time in God’s Word. We will be meeting in the Chamber Room from 10:15-11:15. Be watching the Sunday bulle-
tins to learn what our topic of study will be. Help us outgrow the space in the Chamber Room by attending and bringing one 
or two or more family members and friends. Time spent in God’s Word together only serves to strengthen the bonds in our 
congregation!  

 
Pastor Ogilvie on Vacation 

Pastor Ogilvie is taking some vacation time to spend time with family. He will be out of the office August 6-16. If you 
are need of pastoral care during that time, call the church office or your Elder and your concern will be directed to a pastor 
who will offer the appropriate care.  

 
Stewardship Thoughts – from LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible verse is the account of the widow’s mite (Luke 21:1–4). It’s a moving 
account. Our Lord praises the seemingly small gift of two copper coins given by a poor widow above the abundance of gifts 
given by the rich, saying, “Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them” (Luke 21:3). And that is usual-
ly where we stop. But the text goes on. “For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all 
she had to live on” (Luke 21:4). 

“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave everything. She held nothing back. She trusted that the Lord who made 
her and all creatures; who gave her everything she had; who redeemed her from her own sin, from death, and the power of the 
devil; who called her by the gospel and enlightened her with His gifts of Word and Sacrament; would continue to do this. He 
would provide her with all that she needed for this body and life because that is the character of the God she had.  

But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift, though it appeared small, was actually large. When we are tempted to 
give small gifts, it is precisely because we want them to be small! We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us. We give small 
gifts because we lack faith in the One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies and keeps us in the one true faith. We give 
small gifts because we doubt that God will really give us what we need and desire. We give small gifts because we are not 
content with what God has already given.  

We are not slaves, children of the slave woman, under the Old Covenant (Galatians 4). We are adopted sons of the free 
woman. And since we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs receive the inheritance. For everything is already ours in Christ. 
And thus, moved by the willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God in financial matters far beyond all that done by those 
under the Old Covenant who were forced by legal demands.  

So, what have you decided to give? How do I decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your guide. 

We are to give proportionally to what we have received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48; 1 Corinthians 16:1–2, 2 
Corinthians 8:12). But you have not been set free to give nothing. See that you excel in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 
8:7)!  

We are not free to live selfishly outside the Gospel, without regard for God who gives us all good gifts, without generosi-
ty for our neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without supporting the community of faith in which we live, without care for 
our spiritual fathers and those who teach and help raise our children in the faith, and without resources for the poor and needy. 

In short, we are not free to live unto ourselves, hoarding what God has given us only for us. For love is the fulfillment of 
the law (Romans 13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love God and love your neighbor (Matthew 22:34–40). We love be-
cause He first loved us. We give because He has given to us.  

Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There is a reason your 10 fingers 
spread apart. With your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you need and let the rest fall through your fingers to your neigh-
bors – your family, your friends, your community, your church. 

 
Christian Service Committee News about our Church Family (all addresses are Williamsburg, IA 52361 unless noted)  
Highlighted Birthdays and Anniversaries for Aug.  We highlight children’s, decade, and 80+ birthdays.  We highlight 
1st year, each 5 years, and 50+ years wedding anniversaries.  Please let us know if you would like other birthdays and 
anniversaries added to the highlighted list.  Complete lists of birthdays and anniversaries are posted on the bulletin 
board at the west entrance. 
Aug 2 – Elliot Grimm 8, 702 Long St. 
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Aug 3 – Garry & Marjorie Smith 53rd, 2859 H Ave. 
Aug 5 – Joel & Jessica Stohlmann 20th, 2136 K Ave.,  Marengo 52301 
Aug 5 – Larry McCallister 80, 2397 310th St., North English 52316 
Aug 5 – Danny & Sonya Maas 15th, 406 Page St. 
Aug 6 – Theresa Glandorf 50, 2966 210th St., Homestead 52236 
Aug 6 – Katelynn Iburg 20, 549 Maplewood Ave. 
Aug 6 – Robert & Joan Hook 61st, 404 Court St., PO Box 184 
Aug 8 – Arlen Hakeman 81, 2559 280th St. 
Aug 10 – Corbin Carder 7, 909 SW 1st St. Eagle Grove 50533 
Aug 10 – Bart & Mellissa Zuber 30th, 1926 Q Ave, Marengo 52301 
Aug 11 – Austin Beasley 30, 407 Hampton Dr. 
Aug 11 – Shelley Plotz 40, 202 Madison St. 
Aug 13 – Myrta Rotter 81, 115 Circle Dr. 
Aug 14 – Richard & Thelma Iburg 40th, 3166 H Ave., North English 52316 
Aug 15 – Rick & Karmen Schlesselman 40th, 2924 O Ave., Parnell 52325 
Aug 16 – Nicholas Wiebold 30,  1749 Hafor Dr, Iowa City 52240 
Aug 17 – Lindsay Stutzman 40, 204 Page St. 
Aug 19 – Ron & Jean Doehrmann 66th, 301  Elm St., PO Box 568 
Aug 20 – Patrick & Miranda Pasturczak 10th, 804 Elm St., Box 1019 
Aug 21 – Steve & Marna Durr 45th, 2671 K Ave. 
Aug 21 – Emma Hinrichs 4, 414 3rd St. SW, Swisher 52338 
Aug 21 – Naomi Sitas 13, 104 East South St. 
Aug 21 – Doug & Brenda Wiebold 40th, 2555 K Ave. 
Aug 22 – Gavin Luers 11, 16277 310th Ave, Keota 52248 
Aug 23 – Peggy Wardenburg 60, 211 Ridge Rd. 
Aug 24 – Isaac Schwarting 17, 2881 245 St. 
Aug 25 – Nova Huber 1, 685 W South St, Marengo, IA 52301 
Aug 25 – Lara Oehlerich 20, 115 West Broad St., PO Box 122, North English, IA 52316 
Aug 26 – Merle & Diane Huedepohl 54th, 2330 M Ave. 
Aug 27 – Lorraine Grimm 86, 2993 H Ave., North English 52316 
Aug 27 – Harold Joseph 80, 2587 L Ave. 
Aug 27 – John Watson 60, 2348 L Ave. 
Aug 28 – Ron & Cindy Knock 56th, 315 Easy St. 
Aug 30 – Kadince Kuesel 18, 102 Lakeshore Dr. 
Aug 30 – Michael Street 30, PO Box 211, North English 52316 
Aug 31 – Emmet Grimm 4, 702 Long St. 
 
Those in need of prayers or who are sick or in hospital. 
Ralph Fritz Huedepohl, Highland Ridge, 100 Village View Circle 
Shane Mullnix, 803 S. Highland St. (heart transplant) 
 
Our sympathy and prayers for the family of Marie Joy Fry who passed away July 1, 2021. Her funeral was, July 7, at the 
First Presbyterian Church.  Marie is the grandmother of Bowen (Katelin) Yoder. 

 
New addresses: 
Ethan Atkinson,120 W Oak St., North English 52316 
Cody Atkinson, 1953 F 15 Blvd, Marengo, IA 52301 
Britneeanna Atkinson, 685 W South St., Marengo, IA 52301 
Brandon and Caitlin Gahring, 912 South Dickerson, Goodletsville, TN 37072 
Bowen & Katelin Yoder 176 Kenton Way 
 he produce basket has returned and is in the hallway at the west entrance. Please share your extra produce if you would like. 
 
Drivers:  If you would like to help take church members to doctor appointments in the Williamsburg area, Iowa City or Cedar 
Rapids, please contact Theresa Heitman at twheitm@gmail.com or 319-530-0548. 

 
If you need food or know of someone who does, the HACAP Food Reservoir Mobile Food Pantry is at the Williamsburg Kirk-
wood Campus from 3:00-4:00 pm on the last Tuesday (7/27) of each month. 

 
The HACAP Food Reservoir distributes food boxes at the Presbyterian church from 10-12 on the first and third Thursdays 
each month. 

Iowa County Food Bank – contact Paula Watkins 319-654-5506, Terri Schutterle 319-642-3330, or Sherry Hautekeete 319-
642-779 

mailto:twheitm@gmail.com
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If you need clothes, check out the following places:  Contact each store to find out the dates for their sales. 

Crowded Closet 851 Hwy 6 E, Ste 101, Iowa City, IA 52240, 9:30-5:00 M-F, Sat 9:30-4:00 319-337-5924.  Colored tag ½ 
price each week. 

Good Will/Coralville 2551 Heartland Place, 319-248-4729 

Good Will/Iowa City 985 Highway 6 E, 319-248-4705, 9AM-9PM M-F, Sat. 9-6 PM, Sunday 12-5PM 

Once Upon a Child – quality used children’s clothing – next to HyVee in Coralville 

The Attic, Free clothing – call 668-2288 for an appointment (St. Paul Methodist), the hours are Monday 9-11AM, Thursday 
5:30-6:30PM 

Salvation Army/Iowa City – 1725 Boyrum St., 9AM-8PM, M-Sat. 319-339-4984 

Altar flowers are needed for the year 2021. The calendar is located by church offices. Please stop by or call the church office if 

you would like to have flowers on the Altar for any occasion. Dates that are available are August14/15, 28/29, September 4/5,  

25/26, October 16/17, 30/31. 

Clarion Deadline August 20th 
 
Elders Meeting  August 10 at 7:00pm 
 
Evangelism —Will be meeting on Tuesday August 31 at 5:30pm. 
St. Pauls will be having their second Family Reunion on Sunday, September 26th.  Please watch the bulletin for further  infor-
mation. 

 
Library 
Adult Books 
The Indentured Heart by Gilbert Morris 
The Sequel to the American Historical Novels, The Honorable Imposter and The Captive Bride. The Indentured Heart opens 
another chapter in the compelling saga of the Winslow family. Pre-Revolutionary America was stirring the flames for freedom 
and the Great Awakening under Jonathan Edwards was renewing a nation's spiritual values. Adam Winslow, a man of the soil, 
has different interests and skills than his father and grandfather. But their patriotism and spiritual fervor have left their imprint 
on his personality. And far off in England a young beggar girl is about to be given the chance of a lifetime. Molly Burns has 
lived under the constant terror of her drunken, abusive father, but rescue comes to her doorstep in the person of Adam Wins-
low. He promises to bring her safely to America on the condition that she become an indentured servant for ten years. Escape 
from her wretched circumstances and the distant glimmer of freedom in a new land help to make her decision. But this young 
servant girl had no way to knowing that she would be bound by more than indentureship to the Winslows. What was the true 
meaning of freedom to a young girl, to a family, to a nation?  
 
The Saintly Buccaneer by Gilbert Morris 
The Saintly Buccaneer spotlights Paul Winslow, a young man who is bitterly opposed to the American Revolution. His life is 
quickly changed when he is shanghaied and pressed into service aboard a navy frigate. And then he is struck with amnesia! 
House of Winslow book. 
 
The Silent Harp by Gilbert Morris 
Sharon Winslow is artistic, wealthy, socially prominent--and determined to remain single. Hav-
ing lost her first love in the Great War, she is certain that marriage is not for her. Then she meets 
Temple Smith, a rough man who appears as uncouth as he is poor. What could a woman of her 
stature and talent find in such a man? Her hopeless attraction to him vies with her fear that he is 
only after her money. But where differences abound, the adventure of love begins. He must con-
vince her that she will never realize her full potential without him- that without him her true 
beauty will remain as hidden as the song of a silent harp. A House of Winslow book. 
 
Growing through Mid-Life Crisis by John Sterner 
     “The things that people strive for—power, wealth, fame—do not satisfy. Solomon knew. He had them.”  
      So writes Dr. John Sterner, psychotherapist, author, clergyman, and survivor of a mid-life crisis. 
     Based on Solomon’s writing in the Book of Ecclesiastes, Growing through mid-life crises offers insight and invaluable ad-
vice for those in or approaching the critical years of 35-55, or those suffering from the effects of reaching the halfway mark. 
     Through enlightening anecdotes, personal experiences, and large doses of Solomon’s wisdom, Dr. Sterner teaches many 
important lessens in life, mid—and otherwise. He discussed the easy solutions (which don’t work) as well as the difficult ones 
(that do work). 
     Readers of all ages can benefit from Growing Through Mid-Life Crisis.  Heed the words of Solomon, and remember: Don't 
ask yourself, “what’s the meaning of life?” Ask God.   
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Children’s Books 
Flo The Lyin’ Fly by Max Lucado 
Telling the truth is always the best, a lesson parents are eager to teach young ones. Welcome, Flo, the Lyin' Fly, to Hermie's 
delightful world. Like the little boy who cried "wolf," Flo thinks it's fun to tell stories that are not true. When her friends dis-
cover they can't trust her, they refuse to believe her when there's real trouble. Drawing from Proverbs 19:5, which says no 
one gets away with a lie, Flo the Lyin' Fly sets out to teach children, through incredibly humorous situations the importance 
of telling the truth no matter what the circumstance.  
 
The Hug by Eoin McLaughlin, Polly Dunbar 
All Hedgehog wants is a hug but he's just too prickly for any of his animal friends; Tortoise also needs a cuddle but he has a 
hard shell... What will the two of them do? This gorgeous little book by Eoin McLaughlin and Polly Dunbar follows the two 
adorable animals as they head off in search of the perfect hug. Each character's story is told in the two-way book and there 
will be so many smiles when they eventually meet - and hug - in the middle pages!   
 
Moses, God’s Chosen Leader drawn directly from the Bible Edward A. Engelbrecht, Gail E. Pawlitz editor 
Tells the story of Moses, one of many heroes in the Bible, who was chosen by God to lead the people of Israel out of slavery 
in Egypt into the Promised Land. Nurture that special child in your life by presenting the unchanging truths of God’s Word. 
Share the faith with these easy-to-read stories. Watch you child grow confident in readying and understanding. 
 
LYF would like to invite all current high school students (going into 9th-12th grade) as well as any recently graduated or cur-

rent college students for a night of fellowship on Wednesday, August 4th from 6-8.  

L.I.S. Board meeting August 17th at 7:30pm 

Quilters—August 9 at 9:00am 

Tuesday Morning Men’s & Women's Bible Study—Will be meeting at 9:00am in August. 
 
Women’s Guild meeting on Thursday August 5th at 1:30pm 
 
Wonderfully made— no meeting in August 

Remember to contact the church office with new phone numbers,  addresses as some are off to college/back home from 
college, or if  your child has moved, gotten married, so they will be able to receive the Clarion and keep up to date as to what 
is happening here at St. Paul. 
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